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MIDDLE SCHOOL AT  
UNITY COLLEGE
The Middle School years are an important time for 
building productive and affirming relationships with 
peers and adults as young people seek to define 
their identity, beliefs and place in the community.

Unity College Middle School caters for students in 
Year 6-9 with integrated, relevant, challenging and 
rewarding learning experiences. 

Unity College seeks to place students first to 
enhance the intellectual, spiritual, physical, social 
and emotional growth of each person within a 
Christ-centred and supportive environment. The 
community commits itself to the task of equipping 
each individual for a fulfilling and meaningful life.

Our Middle School staff endeavour to build purpose, 
success, safety, empowerment and a sense of 
identify and community into every day from Year 
6-9. Through a broad, relevant curriculum, in a 
safe, supportive Christ-centred environment, and 
with a focus on building effective and meaningful 
relationships with students. Our aims for Middle 
Schooling include:

 + Encourage spiritual growth and Christian faith 
development through effective pastoral care.

 + Provide a safe and structured environment while 
allowing students to be adventurous in  
developing their learning and knowledge.

 + Develop independent and collaborative learning 
skills in all students.

 + Encourage all students to succeed – whether in 
the classroom, in extra-curricular activities or 
within the broader community and workplace.

 + Provide for an increasing diversity of subject 
areas and specialist teaching within the  
framework of a broad liberal education.

 + Provide authentic interdisciplinary learning expe-
riences.

 + Provide a variety of pedagogical methodologies to 
suit the developmental needs of students.

 + Use a variety of assessment tools to assess stu-
dent learning.

 + Respond to students’ differing needs,  
aspirations and backgrounds, including those of 
Indigenous students.

 + Provide support for students who have  
academic, social, spiritual or emotional needs.

 + Encourage students to extend their knowledge, 
explore attitudes and values, and develop ethics 
of caring for themselves, others and our world.

PRINCIPAL

Kaye Mathwin-Cox 
kmathwin-cox@unitycollege.sa.edu.au

HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

Corrin Townsend 
ctownsend@unitycollege.sa.edu.au

MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 

Sophie Cox 
scox@unitycollege.sa.edu.au

PASTORAL CARE LEADERS

Alex Bulley - Year 8/9 
abulley@unitycollege.sa.edu.au

Rowan Miegel - Year 6/7 
rmiegel@unitycollege.sa.edu.au

 + Ensure that clear and coherent behaviour  
management strategies, which retain a degree of 
flexibility and which reflect God’s forgiving love, 
are used.

 + Encourage students to continue to develop their 
leadership skills and provide opportunity for 
meaningful student leadership.

 
Corrin Townsend 
Head of Middle and Senior School
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE OVERVIEW
Middle schooling at Unity College is based on the unique physical, emotional, intellectual, social and 
spiritual needs of young adolescent students. The curriculum is broad to enable students to experience 
a wide range of subjects. This model gives students at Year 6 and 7 a taste of all subject areas. Students 
receive some choices at Year 9 through elective subjects to prepare for Senior School pathways.

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 6

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 7

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 8

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEAR 9

FULL YEAR

 + Christian Studies

 + English

 + Health & Physical 
Education

 + Humanities & 
Social Science

 + Languages 
(Japanese & German)

 + Maths

 + Science

ONE (1) SEMESTER

 + Art

 + Drama

 + Music

 + Agriculture

 + Woodwork & 
Digital

 + Food Studies

FULL YEAR

 + Christian Studies

 + English

 + Health & Physical 
Education

 + Humanities & 
Social Science

 + Languages 
(Japanese & German)

 + Maths

 + Science

ONE (1) SEMESTER

 + Art

 + Drama

 + Music

 + Agriculture

 + Woodwork & 
Digital

 + Food Studies

FULL YEAR

 + Christian Studies

 + English

 + Health & Physical 
Education

 + Humanities & 
Social Science

 + Languages 
(Japanese &/or German)

 + Maths

 + Science

ONE (1) SEMESTER

 + Art

 + Drama

 + Music

 + Agriculture

 + Woodwork & 
Digital

 + Food Studies

FULL YEAR

 + Christian Studies - 
THRIVE Program  
(Gender specific)

 + English

 + Health & Physical 
Education

 + Humanities & 
Social Science 
(History & Geography)

 + Maths

 + Science

ELECTIVE  
ONE (1) SEMESTER

 + Specialist Sport
(selection via application 
& interview process)

 + Drama

 + Visual & Media 
Arts

 + Agriculture A & B

 + Digital  
Technologies

 + Innovation (STEM)

 + Food & Textiles

 + Electronics

 + Woodwork

ELECTIVE  
FULL YEAR

 + German

 + Japanese

 + Music

COMPULSORY Full Year Subjects

COMPULSORY One (1) Semester Subjects

ELECTIVE One (1) Semester Subjects

ELECTIVE Full Year Subjects
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YEAR 9 FULL YEAR ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
**Students must study these courses for a FULL YEAR (2 semesters). 
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GERMAN

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Languages

COURSE LENGTH Full Year

STAFF CONTACT Wendy Harris

COURSE CONTENT

Students continue to build their 
vocabulary and knowledge of 
German language and culture. 
They also work on resource 
material taken from international 
educational sources and are 
increasingly exposed to authentic 
materials. They are encouraged 
to use German as a means of 
communication to talk about their 
life and opinions and interact in 
German. Students learn about the 
lives of teenagers in a German 
state and use a range of everyday 
life topics to help students 
develop their ability to think, write 
and speak in German.

Topics include:

1. Towns

2. Transport

3. Clothing

4. Descriptions

5. At Home

6. Pocket Money

7. Weekends and Holidays

PATHWAYS

Students wishing to study 
German at Year 10 are required 
to complete 2 full semesters with 
a satisfactory achievement (C+ 
minimum) at Year 9.

EXTERNAL EXCHANGE

There is an opportunity for 
students studying German in 
Years 11 and 12 to participate in 
an external exchange to Germany. 
See the course contact for more 
information.

JAPANESE

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Languages

COURSE LENGTH Full Year

STAFF CONTACT Wendy Harris

COURSE CONTENT

Students build on their knowledge 
of all scripts and are increasingly 
exposed to Kanji. They learn about 
Japanese sentence structure 
and the use of particles and 
learn to create sentences more 
independently. Students in Year 
9 revise grammatical concepts 
previously learnt and focus on 
verbs and adjective use, including 
past tense. They make links 
to our Tokyo sister school of 
Chusugi, and excitement builds 
for the future possibilities of the 
Japanese Trip program in Senior 
School.

Topics include:

1. A Trip to Japan

2. Club Activities

3. Free Time

4. Weekends

PATHWAYS

Students wishing to study 
Japanese at Year 10 are required 
to complete 2 full semesters with 
a satisfactory achievement (C+ 
minimum) at Year 9.

UNITY COLLEGE EXCHANGE

There is an opportunity for 
students studying Japanese in 
Years 10 and 11 to participate 
in the Unity College School 
Exchange to Japan. See the 
course contact for more 
information.

MUSIC

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA The Arts

COURSE LENGTH Full Year

STAFF CONTACT Benjamin  
Gallasch

COURSE CONTENT

This course is considerably 
practical in approach and 
develops performance and 
musical theory skills. Students 
participate in band rehearsals and 
focus on their solo performances. 
The course includes a Rhythmic 
unit and Listening unit and further 
builds on students’ theoretical 
knowledge. 

Students are required to begin 
and/or maintain instrumental 
lessons, which are offered 
in group or individual lesson 
formats. For further information 
about instrumental lessons, 
please contact Tania Klemm 
(tklemm@unitycollege.sa.edu.au).

Topics include:

1. Theory Skills

2. Aural Skills

3. History of Music Styles

4. Rehearsal of Ensemble and 
Solo Performance

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study 
Music at Year 10, a satisfactory 
completion of Year 9 Music 
(or through negotiation) is 
recommended.
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YEAR 9 SEMESTER ELECTIVE SUBJECTS
**These courses are offered as a ONE SEMESTER course only.

AGRICULTURE A

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Sciences

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Jessica Burpee / Jaylene Phillips

COURSE CONTENT

This course focuses on Vegetable & Orchard 
Production.

Students research, select and establish their own 
vegetable garden. They explore management tasks 
such as; cultivation irrigation, fertilisation and 
pest control. They identify different soil types and 
explore pH testing.

Students explore the effects of plant growth and 
risk factors involved when planting prodcue. 
Students pick their produce and look at marking 
and selling strategies. Students are also involved 
in helping care for the school orchards.

Topics include:

1. Farm Safety & WHS

2. Vegetable Gardens

3. Orchards 

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study Agriculture at Year 
10, it is an advantage to have studied Agriculture 
at Year 9.
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AGRICULTURE B

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Sciences

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Jessica Burpee / Jaylene Phillips

COURSE CONTENT

This course focuses on Sheep Production.

Students explore the Australian Sheep Industry 
and the effects the global market has on sheep 
production.

They explore Sheep Breeds, Purpose (Meat 
and Wool), Imports & Exports, Reproduction & 
Lambing management, Digestion & Nutrition, 
Sheep Health & Husbandry, and Farm Biosecurity

Students learn how to safely handle sheep and 
prepare wethers for the show competition. Sheep 
workshops are run with industry experts, to 
improve students’ skills & knowledge.

Topics include:

1. Farm Safety & WHS

2. Sheep Production

3. Sheep Handling Skills

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study Agriculture at Year 
10, it is an advantage to have studied Agriculture at 
Year 9.
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DIGITAL  
TECHNOLOGIES

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Design, Technology & 
Engineering

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Belinda Mattner / Scott Crouch

COURSE CONTENT

This course covers practical and theory aspects 
of Digital Technology. Students build and program 
simple robots. Students are introduced to 
programming and the concepts of algorithms and 
modular digital solutions. Students investigate 
the social and legal responsibilities of online 
projects and design and test software. Python 
programming language is also explored with 
online tutoring and forums included for students 
to collaborate in their learning. The concepts of 
binary and pixel data, component management 
and the future impacts of technology and covered. 

Topics include:

1. Data Handling

2. Robotics - Building and  
Programming

3. Intro to Visual Basic

4. Computer Language 

5. Coding in HTML

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study Digital Technologies 
at Year 10, Year 9 Digital Technologies is required.

INNOVATION (STEM)

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Design, Technology & 
Engineering

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Jaylene Phillips

COURSE CONTENT

This course is designed for students with an 
interest in STEM related fields to extend them-
selves and explore how to apply their knowledge of 
sciences, technology, engineering and maths with 
other knowledge areas to innovate to solve real 
world problems.

Students will be guided through a group and then 
individual ‘design thinking’ process which allows 
them to identify a real need, and generate a range 
of products that would suit the current markets, 
and then build prototypes to test and present. 

Students will be inspired to be young entrepre-
neurs and use a range of digital tools including 3D 
printers and design software.

PATHWAYS

This new subject currently enhances the 
experience of students wishing to study Year 10 
Science and Technology subjects. Future pathways 
subjects in Innovation in Senior School will be 
offered as demand increases.

YEAR 9 SEMESTER ELECTIVE SUBJECTS CONTINUED

**These courses are offered as a ONE SEMESTER course only.
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YEAR 9 SEMESTER ELECTIVE SUBJECTS CONTINUED

**These courses are offered as a ONE SEMESTER course only.

ELECTRONICS

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Design, 
Technology & Engineering

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Scott Crouch

COURSE CONTENT

This course introduces students 
to electronics basic skills such 
as soldering, stripping wire, 
de-soldering, heat shrinking, 
connecting wires and maintaining 
a soldering iron. Students explore 
light dependent resistors and 
amplifiers. Students produce a 
train simulator, light alarm clock, 
small portable music system 
including a mini amplifier and an 
LED display. The skills of research 
and folio development are a 
focus, with students looking at 
how products impact individuals, 
society and the environment. 
They analyse designs and show 
evidence of planning through 
sketches and 3D drawings. 

Topics include:

1. Skills Tasks in Soldering

2. Resistors and Amplifiers

3. Folio Creation

4. Major and Minor Products

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study 
Design & Technology: Electronics 
at Year 10, Year 9 Electronics is 
preferred but not essential.

FOOD & TEXTILES

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Design, 
Technology & Engineering

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Gemma  
Simounds

COURSE CONTENT

This course involves a 6 week 
short course in textiles, which 
develops basic skills involving 
stitch types and button 
sewing. Students then explore 
multicultural foods from around 
the world, investigating a different 
culture each week. Tasks involve 
theoretical and practical aspects. 
Students extend their basic 
cooking skills and develop an 
understanding of the appropriate 
standards of presentation of food, 
including table settings. 

Topics include:

1. Textiles - Fibre Research

2. Textiles - Basic Sewing

3. Food Safety and Awareness

4. Multicultural Food

5. Traditional Indigenous Food

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study 
Food Technology at Year 10, Year 9 
Food & Textiles is required.

DRAMA

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA The Arts

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Amy Daniell

COURSE CONTENT

This course focuses on Genres 
and Mood and Atmosphere in 
performance. Students explore 
a detailed range of aspects 
of Drama that contribute 
to storytelling, including, 
Physical theatre’s use of body, 
application of acting technique 
to develop character, conflict 
and emotion and the stock 
characters of Melodrama in 
Silent film. Students learn how 
to use technical elements such 
as projection, special effects 
make up, green screen, lighting 
and sound to create mood and 
atmosphere in their performance 
work. Students also respond to 
their own work and that of others 
through critical reflection and 
begin to explore the elements 
of Design in the theatre for set, 
costume or make up.

Topics include:

1. Technical Drama

2. Stage Craft / Design (Set & 
Costume)

3. Special Effects and Make-Up

4. Melodrama

5. Children’s Theatre

6. Physical Theatre

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study 
Drama at Year 10, the completion 
of one semester of Drama at Year 
9 (or through negotiation with 
the Dramatic Arts Coordinator) is 
recommended. 07
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YEAR 9 SEMESTER ELECTIVE SUBJECTS CONTINUED

**These courses are offered as a ONE SEMESTER course only.

WOODWORK

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Design, 
Technology & Engineering

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Scott Crouch

COURSE CONTENT

In Woodwork, students develop 
their understanding of the 
design process of brainstorming, 
research, concepts, final design, 
construction, and evaluation. 
Students reflect on their own 
designs and create accurate scale 
technical drawings. Accurate 
use of hand and power tools is 
expanded and students develop 
their skills to create a bar stool.

Topics include:

1. Design Process

2. Skills Tasks with Wood

3. Technical Drawings

4. Major and Minor Projects

PATHWAYS

For students wishing to study 
Design & Technology: Woodwork 
at Year 10, Year 9 Woodwork is 
preferred but not essential.

SPECIALIST SPORT

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA Health & 
Physical Education

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Rowan Miegel

COURSE CONTENT

This course aims to prepare 
students for the professional 
sport arena. Students have weekly 
specialist coaching support for 
their chosen sport to develop their 
individual talents. In the practical 
lessons, students develop fitness 
levels, design their own training 
circuits and focus on coaching 
skills. In theory lessons, students 
explore effective sports nutrition, 
the setting of personal goals, and 
coaching theories.

Topics include:

1. Goal Setting

2. Performance Nutrition

3. Training Sessions

4. Circuit Training Design

5. Coaching - Theory and  
Practical

6. Special Coaching Sessions

SPECIAL INFORMATION

**There is an application and 
selection process for Specialist 
Sport. Collect an application 
form from the SSO and return 
with your Subject Preference 
form.

For more detailed information, 
see the Specialist Sport Program 
information booklet.

VISUAL & MEDIA ARTS

YEAR LEVEL 9

LEARNING AREA The Arts

COURSE LENGTH 1 Semester

STAFF CONTACT Rebecca Knight

COURSE CONTENT

This course introduces 
students to design. They 
examine techniques and work 
independently and collaboratively 
on arts projects. They consider 
function versus aesthestics, and 
engage with Adobe Illustrator 
as a means to generate original 
designs. Students explore various 
mediums, which may include 
painting, print making, digital 
tools and sculpture to express 
ideas. Students respond to a 
range of artworks, analysing 
skills and media use to introduce 
them to each topic. Students are 
introduced to art folio work, and 
how to use annotations, self-
evaluation and a practitioner’s 
statement.

Topics include:

1. Design: Illustrator

2. Watercolour Painting

3. Printmaking

4. Mixed Media

5. Public Art

6. Careers in Art & Design

PATHWAYS

Students may study Visual Arts: 
Art and/or Design at Year 10 level 
without having studied Year 9 
Visual & Media Arts.
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